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through their germ-plasm, the tendency to think in a different way,
a way that makes even the best friends of Liberia feel sorry for them!

And this is not merely history; it is something which Mr. Pitt-
Rivers is confident any biologist could have foretold. It is one of
those correlations, one of "the immutable laws of nature, however
unwelcome or even deplorable the facts may seem" (ibid. p. 14).

Mr. Pitt-Rivers does not, however, tell how culture-potential can
be measured. That achievement cannot exceed capacity may be
readily granted, but how is capacity to be measured? It is measured
only by achievement, by past history. Instead of capacity measuring
achievement^ achievement measures capacity; instead of causes
accounting for effects, effects account for causes; instead of the
biologist anticipating history in the light of immutable law, the historian
seeks post-facto biological explanation for the accidents of history!

If the Negroes in America are a "race," as Mr. Pitt-Rivers would
have it, their cultural status during the last two centuries and more
has not been stationary. They arrived as slaves; to-day they are
freemen. To-day they own lands, are engaged in the professions,
run banks and universities, contribute to art, literature and science.
Mr. Edwin R. Embree, no small authority on the Negro question
in America, reviews the history and achievements of the Negro in
America and comes to the deliberate conclusion that "In the en-
slavement and forced degradation of the Negro there is enough to
account for his present lowly place in the industrial West. In the
Negro's phenomenal progress during his two generations of free-
dom there is enough to give high hope for his successful adaptation
to the conditions of the New World and his continued advance in
arts and industry" (Embree, Brown America, p. 284). And he adds:
"My fear is not that the Negro will not be absorbed into American
life, but that he may be so completely 'Americanized' that, ceasing
to have any characteristic individuality, he will simply swell the
ranks of standardized mediocrity" -(ibid., pp. 285-86).

The progress made by the Negroes in America will not be
denied. If, "race" being constant, all this phenomenal progress was
possible in the past, is there any biological reason to presume that
no more progress is possible or that the maximum possible progress